
 

Halloween Costumes –                    

                                                               

 

Our Student Council has 
asked us for permission to wear costumes on the day 
before Halloween —  Friday, October 29.   With the un-
derstanding that this is a pilot, we are pleased to accom-
modate this request.  However, since it will remain a regu-
lar instructional day, we ask parents to ensure that their 
children observe some basic rules — no masks, no face 
paint that prevents identification, no simulated weapons, 
no violent costumes, and no body revealing or sexually 
themed costumes.   Please remember that our school’s 
dress code remains fully in effect for the day.  Let’s sup-
port a fun “child-centered” day for the kids.   

Principal’s Message —  
“The great thing in this world is not 
so much where you are, but in what 

direction you are moving.”   
     —  Oliver Wendell Holmes                                           
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Social Skills  

Enhancement 
Groups: 

Our after-school 
Social Skills En-
hancement groups 
will be shortly reform-
ing.  If you believe 
your child may bene-
fit from a fun program 
designed to enhance 
his/her social fluency, 
please check with 
his/her guidance 
counselor to see if 
this program if right 
for your child.   
 

 

Dear Parents, 

As we start the new school year, I wish to take this 
opportunity to express to you my earnest hope that you 
and your children will have an exciting and rewarding 
upcoming year of school.   

Several parents have had questions regarding the im-
pact of the current year’s tighter budget on our middle 
school’s programs.   I am pleased to alleviate some of 
your concerns. 

We are pleased to share with you that the initially 
planned athletic program reductions for the current 
school year have been restored — we anticipate fully 
maintaining the strength of our athletic and intramural 
programs.  And, we will explore ways of enhancing our 
intramural program in the future. 

Of course, our fundamental educational program is 
fully intact and we look forward to the new school year 
with anticipation and excitement.  We are fully confident 
that our students will continue to build on their past suc-
cesses and further demonstrate improved critical thinking 
and academic achievement within their classes and on 
state examinations.    

 We will continue to address the whole child in all of 
our school programs.  The research confirms what we 
intuitively know as parents —  our children can only 
thrive when we address their academic, social, emotional 
and physical needs.  Moreover, by involving our students 
in healthy supervised activities, we ensure that they are 
better prepared to constructively deal with the challenges 
of young adolescence.   

We have planned some exciting changes for the up-
coming school year.  Our students now start their school 
day with the new Home-Base program.  Each child now 
has an opportunity, in a smaller class setting, to focus 
with his her teacher on character building, bully reduc-
tion, and academic preparedness.   

Additionally, to establish congruence with middle level 
philosophy, we have revised our school’s grading and 
testing policies to better ensure that our children have 
opportunities for new beginnings.     These changes are 
explained within this mailing.      

     Unfortunately, due to budget reductions, we were 
not able to replace the retired assistant principal or 
deans.  Therefore, we have reorganized the responsibili-
ties of all of our administrators and pupil personnel staff 
(counselors, social worker and psychologist).   We will be 
relying much more heavily on the teachers and our sup-
port staff to assist with student management issues and 
with student-to-student conflicts.   

     Additionally, we have streamlined our discipline 
and communication procedures.  Therefore, if your 
child is having a difficulty with a teacher or another 
child, please reach out first to the classroom 
teacher or guidance counselor.   The teacher and 
counselor will be very happy to assist you in re-
solving any issue.  If the problem does not get re-
solved, or is of a serious nature, they will refer the 
problem to an assistant principal.  (Mr. Kimmel now 
handles students whose last names end A—K and 
Ms. Miccio handles L-Z.)  Of course, if you feel your 
problem is not being properly addressed, please 
always feel free to contact me.  I will always do my 
very best to help you and your child.   By working 
together, we will strive to maintain the service you 
expect and deserve. 

With best wishes, 

Peter Osroff 

 

 
DATES TO REMEMBER 

• 9/22 & 9/23: Middle School  Photo Days                                    

• 9/29: Back to School Night  7:00 PM 

• 10/1: PTA Meeting 9:30 a.m. 

• 10/11:  Columbus Day– School Closed 

• 10/15: 8th Grade Class Party  7:30-9:30 p.m. 

• 10/22: 7th Grade Class Party  7:30-9:30 p.m. 

• 11/5:  6th Grade Class Party  7-9 p.m. 

• 10/25—10/27: Book Fair in Middle School Library 

 



Broaden Your Child’s Reading Diet 
                                        
   When a child first starts eating solid foods, it is important to introduce appealing 
foods that are easy to digest.  As the child’s eating repertoire broadens, parents 
introduce a variety of foods from different food groups to make up a healthy diet.  
   As a child reads, it is important to consider the diet of reading materials offered. 
You would not feed a child foods from only one food group.  Likewise, a child should not just be offered 
fiction stories as reading materials. Children will enjoy reading poetry, biographies, short stories,  non-
fiction books about interesting topics, brochures, and many other materials.  Broadening a child’s expo-
sure to many genre will, in turn, broaden a child’s vocabulary repertoire.  As children are exposed to 
reading in many different genres, their reading skills will sharpen and they will gain understanding of the 
purpose of learning to read.   
   Have fun with new reading options! 
 

HOME BASE IS A COOL PLACE! 
Students have been getting to know each other in their morning advisory, called HOME BASE.  Advi-
sors helped students to explore their own personality traits and search for others who share these traits 
using  “Getting-to-know-you Inventories” and “Acrostic Poems.”  Students found out that many of their 
Home Base peers shared the same love of sports, foods, and Back-To-School jitters!  Advisors have 
designated Monday and Friday for team specific organization and planning for the week ahead.   

SIXTH GRADE WORLD LANGUAGE PROGRAM 
The first year of language study in the middle school is a total immersion approach designed to imitate 
a child’s first contact with his native language.  This means that for one instructional period (42 minutes) 
on alternating days, your child is taught games, songs, and modeled dialogues to become familiar with 
the culture of the countries where the language is spoken. 
The only language which the teacher uses in class is  the target language, either French, German, Ital-
ian, or Spanish.  This may be frustrating for some of the children, because they will not understand eve-
rything at the outset.  Research has shown, however, that if a child is encouraged, comprehension 
comes gradually at first, and then a breakthrough occurs.  Suddenly, classroom conversation is clear.  
Our students are gradually becoming more comfortable using their new language. 
Gradual development of fluency will be showcased on several occasions within the class, during certain 
holidays, and at the end of the year.  The members of the Department of World Languages are looking 
forward to this exciting and enriching new sixth grade program. 

FYI-                 
• Please note that our new site for dropping off forgotten articles for your child is at the front 

desk.  A table and sign-in board has been designated at our front door security checkpoint. 

• Please remember that students who are absent from school, or sent home from school during 
the day, are not permitted to attend any after school activities, including 
sports. 

• If possible, when you know that you will be picking up your child before 
the end of the school day, please give your child a note for the atten-
dance desk. 


